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ABSTRACT 
 
This research aimed at proving whether applying Theme-Based Teaching can improve 
the writing descriptive paragraph of the tenth grade students at SMA Negeri 1 Palasa. The 
researcher used a quasi-experimental design involving an experimental group (X Ipa 1) 
and a control group (X Ipa 3). They were selected by using cluster random sampling 
technique. Besides, the treatment (Theme-Based Teaching) was given to the experimental 
group, but not the control group. The result of the data analysis showed that there was a 
significant improvement between the pre-test and the post-test results. The mean score of 
experimental group increased from 62.38 to 76.90and the control group increased from 
58.025to 63.46. It also showed that the t-counted (2.68) was higher than t-table (1.674), 
which indicated that the research hypothesis was accepted. Thus, applying Theme-Based 
Teaching can improve the writing descriptive paragraph of the tenth grade students at 
SMA Negeri 1 Palasa.  
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Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk membuktikan apakah menerapkan Pembelajaran Berbasis 
Tema dapat meningkatkan keterampilan menulis siswa kelas sepuluh SMA Negeri 1 
Palasa dalam menulis deskriptif paragraf. Peneliti menerapkan metode penelitian semu 
yang melibatkan kelas eksperimen (X Ipa 1)  dan kelas kontrol (X Ipa 3). Kedua sampel 
tersebut dipilih menggunakan cluster random sampling.  Di samping itu, perlakuan 
(Pembelajaran Berbasis Tema) diberikan untuk kelas eksperimen, tetapi kelas kontrol 
tidak diberikan. Hasil dari analisis data menunjukkan bahwa terdapat peningkatan 
antara hasil prates dan pascates. Nilai rata-rata kelas eksperimen meningkat dari 61.85 
menjadi 76.46 dan kelas kontrol meningkat dari 57.70 menjadi 63.29. Hal tersebut juga 
menunjukan bahwa nilai hitung t (2.738) lebih tinggi dibandingkan nilai table t (1.6796) 
yang mengindikasikan bahwa hipotesis diterima. Dengan demikian,  menerapkan Theme-
Based Teaching dapat meningkatkan keterampilan menulis siswa kelas sepuluh di SMA 
Negeri 1 Palasa. 
Kata Kunci: Pembelajaran Berbasis Tema; Menulis Paragraf Deskriptif
 
INTRODUCTION 
Writing is a productive skill. It is used 
to deliver ideas, opinions, thoughts, and 
feelings from writer to reader by using writing 
as a medium. Writing becomes the last skill in 
language that the students learn at school 
because it becomes the output of listening, 
speaking, reading, and language components. 
One of the important things in writing that the 
writer should remember about writing is 
significantly different from spoken language.  
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The researcher needs to use skill and 
creativity in order to achieve the same depth of 
meaning and nuance as the spoken message. 
However, the researcher should use their 
creativity and linguistic ability to produce 
writing.  
Writing is the most difficult skill to 
learn because the writer should express their 
ideas or message in the paragraph which has 
the same meaning as the spoken message. It- 
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means that, to make a good writing, the writer 
makes preparation before it. There are four 
steps to make a good writing; they are 
planning, drafting, editing, and final version. It 
is needed to help the writer in this case the 
students to complete their writing. 
English in curriculum 2013 is one 
from nine compulsory subjects. In English 
learning, it does not learn about skills but also 
learns about components. Writing is one skill 
in English subject. One of competence 
standards of graduates for education unit 
(SKL-SP) in curriculum 2013 is to show skills 
to write systematically and aesthetically. It 
means students in senior high school should 
master in writing. 
According to curriculum 2013, there 
are twelve types of paragraph that are taught 
for senior high school students. They are 
descriptive, recount, narrative, procedure, 
explanation, discussion, hortatory exposition, 
analytical exposition, news item, information 
report, anecdote, and review. Descriptive 
paragraph is one type of paragraph that aims to 
describe or explain the object, place, person, 
animal, or things in specific. Generally, it 
describes the characteristics, shape, or nature 
from the object. The writer ought to produce a 
word-picture of place, person, object, and 
emotion with properly words to make an 
impression on the reader. From the explanation 
above, it can be concluded that the writer 
should be able to write down what he/she sees, 
feels, or hears from the object directly or 
involve in that event in details so the reader 
can get the point of view as the writer hopes.  
The researcher conducted preliminary 
studied in SMA Negeri 1 Palasa on June 2018. 
The researcher found problems in teaching 
English. The problems deal with writing 
descriptive paragraph. It is difficult for them to 
choose the proper word and usage in the 
paragraph because they are lack of vocabulary, 
the use of simple present tense, thecomposing 
of sentences, and the most difficult problems 
of writing descriptive paragraph is the students 
do not know how to start it.However, the 
students find writing is the most difficult area 
of language.  
There are many approaches, methods 
and techniques to help the students develop 
their skill in writing. One of them is Theme-
based Teaching. Theme-based Teaching 
approach (also known as theme-based 
instruction or topic based teaching) is one of 
broader models of Content-Based Instruction. 
It is an instrument forteaching content and a 
set of skill by integrating the teaching material 
and activities around a particular topic. It 
offers a way of solving problem in language 
teaching. Theme is the main point of this 
approach and it will help the students develop 
their writing. Furthermore, it is parallel with 
curriculum 2013 which the process of teaching 
and learning is based on the theme or content. 
Based on the statements described as 
well on the problem before, the researcher 
formulates the research question as follows:  
“Can the use of Theme-based Teaching 
develop student skills in writing especially in 
writing descriptive paragraph at the tenth grade 
of SMAN 1 Palasa?” 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
This research used a quasi-
experimental research design to investigate 
whether or not the used of Theme-based 
Teaching can improve student’s descriptive 
writing skill at the tenth grade of SMAN 1 
Palasa. The sample of the research is divided 
into two groups which are experimental and 
control groups. 
 The researcher designs this research by 
using the following formula proposed by 
Creswell (2009:160): 
 
Group A  O1---------- X ----------O3 
Group B O2 ---------------------O4 
 
Where: 
Group A : experimental group 
Group B : control group 
X  : treatment 
O1 O2  : pre-test 
O3 O4  : post-test 
Both groups were given pre-test and 
post-test for collecting the data. The researcher 
gave pre-test to find out how capable students 
in writing descriptive paragraph before they 
got treatment.  After the pre-test, the researcher 
applied Theme-based Teaching as a treatment 
for experimental group, and conventional 
method for control group. The post-test was 
given to both experimental and control groups 
afterwards. Population is defined as a group of 
people of a particular kind that live in one 
place. Fraenkel, Wallen, and Hyun  (2012:91) 
state “A population is the larger group to 
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which one hopes to apply the result.” The 
researcher chose the students at the tenth grade 
of SMA Negeri Palasa to be the population of 
the research. It can be seen in the following 
table:  
 
Table 1. Distribution of Population 
 
In this research, the researcher applied 
cluster random sampling for selecting the 
sample. First, the researcher wrote down each 
name of class on a piece of paper. Second, the 
researcher put on all of papers which contain 
the name of the class into a glass. The last, the 
researcher shook the glass and two papers 
which fell down was the sample of this 
research.  
According toCreswell (2009:50) 
“dependent variable as “those that (probably) 
cause, influence, or effect outcomes”, 
meanwhile, independent variable was those 
that depend on the independent variables.” 
Referring to the title of this research, the 
researcher finds out two variables. There are 
independent and dependent variables.  Thus, 
the dependent variable is the skill of the tenth 
grade students at SMA Negeri 1 Palasa in 
writing descriptive paragraph, while 
independent variable is the use of Theme-
based Teaching in writing. 
Instument is a tool or aid that is used 
to collect the data. One of instruments is test. 
Test as the instrument is divided into two parts, 
there are pre-test and post-test. Pre-test was 
given to students before they receive the 
treatment, and post-test was given after 
treatment. The researcher obtained the data 
after conducting the test.To calculating the 
score for each part of the descriptive 
paragraph, the appropriate scoring will be 
used.The researcher used scoringrubric 
adapted from BSE Kemendikbud (2017) as 
shown in table 2. 
 
 
Table 2 The Scoring Rubric of Writing 
 
No Writing elements S c o r e E x p l a i n a t i o n 
1 
organization 
 
5 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
1 
Most of the sentences are  
related to the main idea 
 
The sentences are related 
to the main idea 
 
 
Some sentences related 
to the main idea 
 
Few sentences related 
to the main idea 
 
The sentences are un related  
to the main idea. 
2 Vocabulary 
5 
 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
1 
 
 
Vocabulary choice 
is very appropriate  
 
Vocabulary choice 
is  appropriate 
 
Some vocabulary 
choice is appropriate 
 
Few vocabulary 
choice is appropriate 
 
Vocabulary choice 
is unappropriate 
3 G r a m m a r 
5 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
1 
Grammar is accuracies 
 
A Few grammatical inaccuracies  
 
Some grammatical inaccuracies  
 
Nomerous grammatical inaccuraties.  
 
Frequaent grammatical inaccuracies 
adapted from BSE Kemendikbud (2017) 
The researcher used the formula proposed by 
Purwanto (2008) in calculating the individual 
score of the students, the sum of square 
deviation of both experimental group and 
control group, and the t-counted value, Ary, 
Jacob, Sorensen, and Razavich (2010) in the 
N o G r a d e Number  o f  s tud en t s 
1 X  ip a  1 2 8 
2 X  ip a  2 2 7 
3 X  ip a  3 2 7 
4 X  ip a  4 3 0 
5 X  ip s  1 3 5 
6 X  ip s  2 3 7 
 T o t a l 1 8 4 
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mean score. First, the researcher calculated the 
individual score of each student. Second, after 
getting the students’ individual score, the 
researcher counted the mean score of both 
experimental group and control group. Third, 
the researcher counted the sum of square 
deviation of the groups. Afterward, the 
researcher calculated the value of t-counted to 
see the significant difference between the 
mean achievements of two groups. 
 
FINDINGS 
In collecting the data of this research, 
the researcher used test for the sample. The test 
was given to both experimental and control 
groups. Both of the groups were given pre-test 
before post-test. The researcher taught the 
experimental group with treatment while the 
control group she taught with conventional 
method. The data collection was conducted 
from March 7th until April 20th, 2018. The 
researcher gave the treatment to the 
experimental group on March 10th until April 
20th, 2019. The meeting is once a week with 
each meeting has 90 minutes. The main reason 
to test the students was to verify whether 
applying Theme-Based Teaching could 
develop writing descriptive paragraph at the 
tenth grade of SMAN 1 Palasa or not . There 
was one kind of tests to make descriptive 
paragraph.  
The researcher gave pre-test in the first 
meeting. The pre-test was given in order to 
know the students’ ability in making 
descriptive paragraph. The pre-test was given 
to experimental group on March 9th. When 
doing observation in six meetings, the 
researcher gave treatment by applying Theme-
Based Teaching to experimental group. After 
giving the treatment, the researcher gave the 
post-test to find out whether the treatment 
worked or not.The post-test was given to the 
experimental group on April 20th. The test was 
used to check the significant difference of 
experimental group before and after treatment. 
 
Table 3. The Student’s Score of Experimental 
Group on Pre-test and Post-test 
 
 
Based on the table above, the highest 
score on pre-test is 73.33 and the lowest one is 
46.67. After getting the students’ individual 
score on pre-test, the researcher counted the 
students’ mean score on pre-test by dividing 
the total score by the number of the students. 
The result indicates that the mean score of 
experimental group result is 62.38. 
Furthermore, the highest score on post-test is 
93.33 and the lowest one is 66.67. The 
students’ mean score on post-test is 76.90. 
Thus, the students’ score increased from 62.38 
to 76.90. 
The researcher gave pre-test to control 
group in their first meeting on March 12th and 
post-test on April 16th.   
 
N o I n i t i a l Pre-test score Post-test score 
1 A R 6 6 . 6 7 9 3 . 3 3 
2 A P 5 3 . 3 3 9 3 . 3 3 
3 A N 4 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
4 A A M 5 3 . 3 3 6 6 . 6 7 
5 A L 5 3 . 3 3 7 3 . 3 3 
6 A P R M 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
7 A R S 6 6 . 6 7 8 0 . 0 0 
8 A S R 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
9 D I 6 6 . 6 7 7 3 . 3 3 
1 0 E P 6 6 . 6 7 9 3 . 3 3 
1 1 F S P 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
1 2 F A L 4 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
1 3 F E P 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
1 4 F W S 6 6 . 6 7 9 3 . 3 3 
1 5 H Z 6 0 . 0 0 6 6 . 6 7 
1 6 H P 7 3 . 3 3 9 3 . 3 3 
1 7 M A A 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
1 8 M A 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
1 9 M F 6 6 . 6 7 7 3 . 3 3 
2 0 M G 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
2 1 M H 6 6 . 6 7 9 3 . 3 3 
2 2 M I F R 6 6 . 6 7 8 0 . 0 0 
2 3 N A 7 3 . 3 3 7 3 . 3 3 
2 4 N Z 6 0 . 0 0 8 6 . 6 7 
2 5 R M 6 0 . 0 0 9 3 . 3 3 
2 6 S A 4 6 . 6 7 8 0 . 0 0 
2 7 S T T 5 3 . 3 3 8 0 . 0 0 
2 8 Y P 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
 T o t a l 1 7 4 6 . 6 7 2 1 5 3 . 3 3 
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The researcher found the result of the pre-
test and post-test of control group is presented 
on table 4. 
 
Table 4. The Students’ Score of Control Class 
on Pre-test and Post-test 
 
The table above indicates that the highest 
score on pre-test is 80.00 and the lowest one is 
46.67. Then, the researcher computed the 
students mean score on pre-test. The mean 
score is 52.025. Furthermore, the highest score 
on post-test is 80.00 and the lowest one is 
53.33. The students’ mean score on post-test is 
63.46.  
After finding the scores of the pre-test and 
post-test of both experimental and control 
groups, the researcher calculated the mean 
deviation and square deviation to find out the 
significant difference between the 
experimental and control groups. The 
researcher used a deviation formula proposed 
by Arikunto. 
The result of the deviation and square 
deviation (d2) of experimental group is 
presented on table 5. 
 
 
Table 5. Deviation of Experimental Group 
 
No I n i t i a l 
 
Deviation 
 
Square deviation 
1 A R 2 6 . 6 7 7 1 1 . 1 1 
2 A P 4 0 . 0 0 1 6 0 0 . 0 0 
3 A N 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 
4 A A M 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
5 A L 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 
6 A P R M 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
7 A R S 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
8 A S R 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
9 D I 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
1 0 E P 2 6 . 6 7 7 1 1 . 1 1 
1 1 F S P 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
1 2 F A L 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 
1 3 F E P 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
1 4 F W S 2 6 . 6 7 7 1 1 . 1 1 
1 5 H Z 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
1 6 H P 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 
1 7 M A A 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
1 8 M A 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
1 9 M F 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
2 0 M G 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
2 1 M H 2 6 . 6 7 7 1 1 . 1 1 
2 2 M I F R 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
2 3 N A 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
2 4 N Z 2 6 . 6 7 7 1 1 . 1 1 
2 5 R M 3 3 . 3 3 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 
2 6 S A 3 3 . 3 3 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 
2 7 S T T 2 6 . 6 7 7 1 1 . 1 1 
2 8 Y P 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
T o t a l 4 0 6 . 6 7 1 0 3 5 5 . 5 6 
 
The researcher notices that the highest 
deviation (d) of the experimental group score 
is 40.00 and the highest square deviation (d2) is 
1600.00. 
 Afterward, the researcher counted the 
mean score deviation in experimental group. 
The result indicates that the mean score 
deviation of experimental group is 14.52. The 
researcher counted the sum square deviation 
after obtaining the mean deviation of the 
group. The sum square deviation of 
experimental group is 4449.11. 
Furthermore, the researcher calculated 
the mean deviation and square deviation of the 
control group. The result of the deviation and 
square deviation (d2) of control group is 
presented on table 6. 
No I n i t i a l Pre-test score Post-test score 
1 A H 4 6 . 6 7 6 0 . 0 0 
2 A N 5 3 . 3 3 5 3 . 3 3 
3 A P R 8 0 . 0 0 7 3 . 3 3 
4 F M 5 3 . 3 3 8 0 . 0 0 
5 F I T 4 6 . 6 7 5 3 . 3 3 
6 I L 5 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 0 
7 I S 5 3 . 3 3 5 3 . 3 3 
8 I W L 8 0 . 0 0 7 3 . 3 3 
9 I V 4 0 . 0 0 5 3 . 3 3 
1 0 J L 6 6 . 6 7 6 6 . 6 7 
1 1 L P 5 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 0 
1 2 M F 5 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 0 
1 3 N A Z 8 0 . 0 0 6 0 . 0 0 
1 4 N I S 5 3 . 3 3 5 3 . 3 3 
1 5 N O V 8 0 . 0 0 6 0 . 0 0 
1 6 N A D 4 6 . 6 7 8 0 . 0 0 
1 7 N A I 4 6 . 6 7 5 3 . 3 3 
1 8 N H A 6 6 . 6 7 8 0 . 0 0 
1 9 N H I 6 0 . 0 0 8 0 . 0 0 
2 0 N Z I 8 0 . 0 0 8 0 . 0 0 
2 1 N R L 4 0 . 0 0 5 3 . 3 3 
2 2 P A S 4 6 . 6 7 6 0 . 0 0 
2 3 R A H 4 6 . 6 7 6 0 . 0 0 
2 4 R A I 6 6 . 6 7 6 0 . 0 0 
2 5 S N I 8 0 . 0 0 7 3 . 3 3 
2 6 S U T 4 0 . 0 0 5 3 . 3 3 
2 7 W S 5 3 . 3 3 6 0 . 0 0 
 T o t a l 1 5 6 6 . 6 7 1 7 1 3 . 3 3 
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Table 6. Deviation of Control Group 
N o I n i t i a l D e v i a t i o n Square Deviation 
1 A H 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
2 A N 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
3 A P R - 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
4 F M 2 6 . 6 7 7 1 1 . 1 1 
5 F I T 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
6 I L 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
7 I S 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
8 I W L - 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
9 I V 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
1 0 J L 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
1 1 L P 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
1 2 M F 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
1 3 N A Z - 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 
1 4 N I S 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
1 5 N O V - 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 
1 6 N A D 3 3 . 3 3 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 
1 7 N A I 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
1 8 N H A 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
1 9 N H I 2 0 . 0 0 4 0 0 . 0 0 
2 0 N Z I 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 
2 1 N R L 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
2 2 P A S 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
2 3 R A H 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
2 4 R A I - 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
2 5 S N I - 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
2 6 S U T 1 3 . 3 3 1 7 7 . 7 8 
2 7 W S 6 . 6 7 4 4 . 4 4 
T o t a l 1 4 6 . 6 7 4 7 1 1 . 1 1 
 
Furthermore, the researcher noticed that 
the highest deviation (d) of the control group 
score is 33.33 and the highest square deviation 
(d2) is 111.11. 
Afterward, the researcher counted the 
mean deviation score in control group. The 
mean score deviation of control class is 5.43. 
The researcher counted the sum square 
deviation after obtaining the mean deviation of 
the group. The sum square deviation of control 
group is 3914.37. Having the result of sum 
square deviation, the researcher analyzed the 
data in order to know the significant difference 
in both experimental and control groups or 
testing hypothesis by using t-counted formula. By 
getting the result of the calculation, the t-
counted is 2.68. Meanwhile, the t-counted is 
compared to the t-table in testing hypothesis 
which is 1.674. 
The researcher determined that the t-counted 
is2.68. By applying 0.05 level of significance 
with the degree of freedom (df) 53, the 
researcher found that the t-counted (2.68) is 
higher than t-table (1674). It indicates that the 
hypothesis is accepted. Thus, the researcher 
concludes that the research hypothesis is 
accepted for the reason that the t-counted (2.68) is 
higher than the t-table (1.674). In conclusion, 
Theme-based Teaching method can improve 
students’ skill in writing descriptive paragraph. 
 
DISCUSSION 
In this section, the researcher would 
like to explain all research finding. The 
research finding relates to describe the 
improvement of the tenth grade students’ 
writing descriptive paragraph through Theme-
Based Teaching at SMA Negeri 1 Palasa. The 
researcher determines that this research 
focused on the content and the components of 
writing especially on vocabulary, grammar, 
and organization. 
The researcher gave pre-test for both 
experimental and control groups at the first 
meeting. The purpose of pre-test is to know the 
students’ competence in writing descriptive 
paragraph. There was one test. Based on the 
minimum standard of learning mastery, the 
result of pre-test from experimental group and 
control group, shows there was a student who 
does not pass the test because several students 
in two groups got score under 60.Then, the 
researcher provided the result of pre-test in 
experimental group which total score  in 
organize was 94 , in vocabulary was 92, and  
in grammar was 76. Subsequently, the result of 
pre-test in control group was 85 in organize, 80 
in vocabulary, and 70 in grammar. This result 
shows that the big problem in two groups is in 
grammar.It happened because there were some 
students who did not know how to construct 
descriptive paragraph by using the correct 
grammar or tenses. 
After giving pre-test, the researcher 
gave treatment to experimental group and 
control group for six meetings.In the 
experimental group, she used Theme-Based 
Teaching while the control group used 
conventional method.The researcher chose the 
different topics every meeting based on the 
syllabus. During the meetings, the researcher 
guided the students to use Theme-Based 
Teaching on the topic that was chosen by the 
researcher. Thus, in treatment, the researcher 
explained about definition of descriptive 
paragraph,characteristics of descriptive 
paragraph, and gave examples of descriptive 
paragraph.It was difficult for some students to 
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make a descriptive paragraph. There are two 
problems that make they confused how to 
construct a good descriptive paragraph. The 
first is applying simple present tense. The 
second is composing the idea.Then, the 
researcher taught simple present tense and how 
to organize the sentences (content/idea) to the 
students. The researcher used the brainstorm of 
the topic based on what they wrote by using 
Theme-based Teaching to teach content. 
Afterward, the researcher asked the students to 
share about what they got. It made them not 
only know but also understand how to make a 
good descriptive paragraph. 
After finishing the treatment, the 
researcher gave the post-test to the students 
both in experimental and control groups in 
order to measure the students’ progress after 
treatment. Based on the result of the post-test 
in both groups, the researcher found that the 
total score of experimental group was 125 in 
organize, 104 in vocabulary, and 94 in 
grammar. On the contrary, the result of post-
test in control group in organize was 92, 
vocabulary was 89, and grammar was 76. All 
of students in experimental group got score 
more than 60. Thus, the result presents a fact 
that Theme-Based Teaching can develop 
students writing descriptive paragraph. 
By looking at the data above, the 
researcher believes that the applying of 
Theme-Based Teaching is effective to improve 
the students’ writing descriptive paragraph. 
Moreover, the student was enthusiast when the 
researcher was gave Theme-Based Teaching as 
a treatment. They followed the lesson 
respectfully and also discussed what they got 
with their classmates. Thus, the researcher has 
proven that applying of Theme-Based 
Teaching is effective to improve writing 
descriptive paragraph of grade tenth students 
of SMA Negeri 1 Palasa. 
This improvement as also showed in 
Kaengke’s (2018). Kaengke (2018) conducted 
research entitled “The Implementation of 
Theme-Based Teaching In Improving Writing 
Ability of The Eighth Grade Students of 
SMPN Model Terpadu Madani.” The result 
indicated that by implementing Theme-based 
Teaching in teaching writing descriptive 
paragraph are helping students to solve their 
problems in vocabulary and grammar (simple 
present tense). Therefore, it could be 
concluded that Theme-Based Teaching was 
effective to be used to teach writing a 
paragraph.  
 
CONCLUSION 
The researcher concludes that the use 
of Theme-Based Teaching develop student 
writing skills in writing especially in writing 
descriptive paragraph at the tenth grade of 
SMAN 1 Palasa. The post-test result shows 
that there is a significant difference between 
results of the pre-test and the post-test. Before 
the researcher gave the treatment, the mean 
score of pre-test was 62.38, while after 
treatment, the mean score of post-test raised to 
76.90. Therefore, the research hypothesis 
indicates that t-counted (2.68) is greater than t-
table (1.674). Thus, the research hypothesis is 
accepted.  
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